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Abuses  in  the  Appointment  of  Agents  in  the 
Indian  Service. 


To  the  Council  of  the  National  Civil  Service  Reporm  League  : 

YOUR  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Federal  Civil  Service  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following  report  in  respect  to  the  Indian  Bureau  : — 

Among  the  political  appointments  which  remain  untouched 
by  the  Civil  Service  law,  none  have  given  rise  to  greater 
scandals  than  those  of  Indian  Agents,  who  are  chosen  by 
means  of  nominations  made  by  the  President  and  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  As  these  Agents  are  often  selected  by  the 
Senators  from  the  particular  States  in  which  the  Agencies  are 
located,  it  naturally  follows  that  the  motives  for  urging  their 
nomination  upon  the  President  are  frequently  those  of  per¬ 
sonal  or  political  advantage  to  the  Senators  concerned.  The 
unfortunate  character  of  these  appointments  is  clearly  shown 
by  the  numerous  changes  made  during  the  past  sixteen  years. 
During  President  Cleveland’s  first  administration,  in  sixty 
Agencies,  all  the  Agents  were  changed  but  two;  during  Presi¬ 
dent  Harrison’s  administration  while  the  number  of  agencies 
remained  unchanged,  there  were  seventy-six  appointments, 
and  only  eight  Agents  were  allowed  to  serve  out  their  four 
years  terms ;  during  President  Cleveland’s  second  administra¬ 
tion,  in  the  same  number  of  agencies,  there  were  eighty-one 
changes  and  only  four  Agents  were  allowed  to  serve  out  their 
terms;  and  during  the  first  term  of  President  McKinley,  in 
fifty-eight  Agencies,  there  were  seventy-nine  changes,  only  nine 
Agents  were  allowed  to  serve  out  their  terms  and  only  one 
was  re-appointed  at  the  expiration  thereof. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfortunate  for  the  Indians  than  this 
constant  shifting  of  control.  If  they  are  to  have  respect  for  the 
authority  of  the  government,  that  government  ought  to  be 
represented  continuously  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  by 
some  responsible  officer,  and  it  is  evident  that  no  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  any  particular  tribe  can  be  made  effectual 
where  these  plans  are  stopped  almost  at  their  inception  by 
removing  the  Agent  in  charge. 
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Presumably  the  frequency  of  these  changes  indicates  that 
the  men  appointed  are  found  to  be  improper  selections.  This 
is  true  in  most  of  the  cases,  but  in  some  instances  good  men 
have  been  removed — (among  them  army  officers,  who  were  per¬ 
forming  efficient  service),  because  the  places  were  needed  to 
satisfy  the  demand  for  patronage.  An  instance  of  this  is  found 
in  the  case  of  Major  G.  W.  H.  Stouch,  who  was  thus  removed, 
by  President  McKinley,  from  the  Crow  Agency  of  Montana, 
to  make  way  for  an  Agent  who  proved  so  incompetent  that  he 
had  to  be  dismissed  upon  charges.  Major  Stouch  was  after¬ 
ward  appointed  to  another  Agency. 

Under  the  system  of  patronage  appointments,  these  wards 
of  the  nation  have  in  many  cases  been  despoiled  by  fraudulent 
contracts,  whereby  the  Agents  have  obtained  large  sums  of 
money  in  violation  of  law,  while  the  morals  of  the  Indians 
have  been  corrupted  by  the  example  of  caretakers  who  are 
often  drunken,  brutal,  licentious  and  dishonest.  Recently 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  required  that  the  bids  for  the 
leasing  of  the  Indian  lands  should  be  opened  and  the  leases 
awarded  in  Washington  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  Indian  Bureau,  and  not,  as  formerly,  upon  the  reserva¬ 
tions.  The  result  of  this  system  and  of  the  exposure  of  the 
fraudulent  use  of  Indian  lands,  already  shows  a  net  gain  to 
the  Indians  of  about  $150,000,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
upon  the  Osage  Reservation  alone.  Nothing  could  better 
illustrate  the  enormous  waste  and  presumptive  peculations 
which  have  existed  in  the  past  in  respect  to  this  one  feature 
of  Indian  administration. 

In  reviewing  the  appointment  of  Agents  under  the  present 
administration,  it  is  desired  to  express  the  fullest  recognition  of 
the  efforts  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  improvement  of  this  branch 
of  the  service,  and  also  the  fullest  appreciation  of  the  changes 
made  by  the  President,  whereby  a  number  of  corrupt  or 
inefficient  men  appointed  by  him  were  subsequently  separated 
from  the  service ;  for  example,  Agent  W.  J.  Pollock,  at 
Osage  Reservation,  a  man  accused  of  the  improper  use  of 
Indian  lands  and  fpasturage  privileges,  who  ' resigned  under 
charges, — Agent  John  S.  Mayhugh,  of  the  Western  Sho¬ 
shone  Agency,  who  demoralized  the  Indians  upon  the  reser¬ 
vation,  subjected  one  of  the  school  teachers  to  such  indigni¬ 
ties  that  she  was  obliged  to  go  armed,  and  provoked  quarrels 
which  culminated  in  a  shooting  affray;  Asa  C.  Sharp,  of 
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the  Ponca  Agency,  who  is  now  under  indictment  for  receiv¬ 
ing  $1,500  for  his  influence  in  securing  for  certain  favored 
parties,  special  leases  and  privileges;  Nathan  P.  Johnson,  of 
the  Sisseton  Agency,  implicated  in  charges  of  collusion  with 
traders,  and  of  the  fraudulent  use  of  Indian  lands,  and  under 
whom  a  black-list  was  prepared  comprising  over  three  hundred 
names,  with  the  threat  made  that  the  names  on  this  list  would 
be  dropped  from  tribal  membership  unless  the  effort  to  get  rid 
of  the  Agent  was  abandoned, — George  James  of  the  Potta¬ 
wattamie  Agency,  who  resigned  under  charges  of  drunken¬ 
ness, — E.  H.  Becker,  of  the  Crow  Agency,  who  was  removed 
upon  the  report  of  an  inspector  for  the  fraudulent  use  of  Indian 
lands;  as  well  as  other  cases  where  similar  changes  were 
made  by  the  President. 

It  is  also  desired  to  express  the  fullest  appreciation  of 
the  numerous  excellent  appointments,  such  as  that  of 
Major  Stouch,  at  the  Cheyenne  and  Arrapahoe  Agencies; 
Albert  M.  Anderson,  at  the  Colville  Agency;  John  E.  Ed¬ 
wards  of  the  Crow  Agency;  Col.  James  F.  Randlett,  at  the 
Kiowa  Agency;  O.  C.  Applegate,  at  the  Klamath  Agency; 
Capt.  W.  A.  Mercer,  at  the  Leech  Lake  Agency,  and  others. 
But  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  done,  at  some  of  the  Agen¬ 
cies,  serious  abuses  still  remain. 

The  Agency  at  Crow  Creek  is  one  of  the  worst  examples 
of  evil  conduct.  An  Agent  is  forbidden  by  law  to  “  have  any 
interest  or  concern  in  any  trade  with  the  Indians  ”,  yet  the 
present  incumbent,  J.  H.  Stephens,  has  bought  stock  again 
and  again  from  the  Indians  for  his  own  benefit,  at  first  secretly 
through  a  post-trader  named  Bradley,  afterwards  more  boldly, 
by  open  and  direct  dealings  with  the  Indians  themselves. 
Nearly  twenty  Indians  have  testified  to  these  sales.  Farmers 
hired  to  teach  the  Indians  have  not  taught  them,  but  have 
“  hauled  ashes”  or  “done  chores  ”  for  the  Agent  most  of  the 
time.  One  farmer  gave  three  days  out  of  six  months  to  teach 
the  Indians ;  another  only  nineteen  days  out  of  eighteen 
months.  Men  who  have  made  attempts  to  circulate  petitions 
asking  for  a  new  Agent,  have  been  persecuted.  Among  those 
who  suffered  for  this  cause,  one  George  Grey-Cloud,  was 
illegally  arrested  by  the  Agent’s  order  and  kept  in  jail  without 
right  for  over  a  month. 

The  Fort  Berthold  Agency,  North  Dakota,  presents  an¬ 
other  example.  Sec.  2139  R.  S.,  as  amended  by  Stat.  23,  July, 
1892,  expressly  provides  “  that  no  ardent  spirits,  beer,  wine  or 
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intoxicating  liquor  or  liquors  shall  be  introduced  under  any 
pretence  into  the  Indian  country  The  Agent,  Thomas 
Richards,  not  only  introduced  and  kept  various  kinds  of  liquor 
in  the  Agency,  but  used  them  himself  in  excess,  and  has  been 
seen  by  the  Indians  several  times  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 
(See  Exhibit  “D”). 

By  Stat.  1897,  chap.  33,  it  is  provided  that  “  any  person 
who  shall  ....  give  away  ....  any  ardent  or  intoxicating 
liquor  ....  to  any  Indian  ....  shall  be  punished  by  im¬ 
prisonment  ”,  etc.  This  Agent  is  shown  to  have  tempted 
Indians  to  drink,  offering  them  liquor  himself.  (See  Exhibits 
“A”,  “  B  ”,  “  C  ”  and  “  D  ”.)  Charges  have  been  made  that 
the  Agent  is  involved  in  “  deals  ”  with  three  half-breeds  named 
Thomas  Smith,  Frank  Pockman  and  Joseph  Pockman,  by 
which  the  Indian  herds  have  become  steadily  impoverished. 
The  Agent  has  persecuted  those  making  charges,  and  has  re¬ 
moved  an  Indian  clerk,  John  P.  Young,  on  allegations  of 
“  immoral  conduct  ”,  which  a  government  investigation  has 
since  officially  proved  to  be  false.  Yet,  in  spite  of  this  perse¬ 
cution,  205  Indian  voters,  out  of  less  than  250  in  all,  signed 
on  February  26,  1901,  a  strongly  worded  petition,  asking  for 
a  change  in  the  Agent,  and  for  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  his 
successor.  (See  Exhibit  “  E  ”.) 

At  the  Yankton  Agency,  South  Dakota,  Agent  John  W. 
Harding  appears  to  have  induced  one  Sofie  Iron  Hawk  to 
relinquish  an  allotment  of  land  through  which  a  railroad  had 
just  been  built,  for  the  nominal  consideration  of  three  dollars, 
whereupon  Lorena  Pierce,  a  niece  of  the  Agent,  immediately 
filed  a  homestead  claim  upon  this  tract.  The  Agent  himself 
then  built  a  store  on  the  land,  a  railroad  town  called  “  Lake 
Andes”,  was  established,  and  the  Agent  went  into  business  in 
the  new  store  where  he  spent  most  of  his  time,  and  neglected 
his  Agency  work.  During  three  days  spent  by  a  government 
inspector  at  the  Agency,  the  Agent  was  not  to  be  found  there 
and  was  only  seen  at  the  store  where  he  unwittingly  sold 
goods  to  the  inspector.  Gross  favoritism  is  charged  against 
this  Agent;  appointments,  contracts,  etc.,  being  avowedly 
given  only  to  those  who  would  act  in  his  interests.  (See  let¬ 
ter  from  two  leading  educated  Indians,  Alfred  C.  Smith  and 
Felix  T.  Brunot,  members  of  the  Yankton  tribe,  dated  April 
10,  1901,  Exhibit  “F”.) 

At  San  Jacinto,  California,  near  one  of  the  Mission  Agen¬ 
cies,  L.  A.  Wright,  the  Government  Agent  whose  duty  it  is  to 
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look  after  and  protect  these  Indians,  has  the  office  of  his 
Agency  in  one  building,  and,  two  doors  further  up  the  street, 
in  the  same  block,  keeps  one  of  the  two  drug  stores  where 
liquor  is  sold,  in  a  town  which  has  no  other  saloons.  In  Ex¬ 
hibit  “  G”  is  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
San  Jacinto,  dated  May  28,  1900,  showing  the  increase  of  the 
license  fee  of  this  Agent.  In  this  town  intemperance  has  in¬ 
creased,  and  Indian  men  and  women  have  been  seen  on  the 
streets,  as  well  as  on  their  reservation,  helplessly  intoxicated. 

It  is  believed  that  these  unfortunate  appointments  have 
been  due  to  patronage,  and  that  incompetent  Agents  have 
sometimes  been  retained  in  their  places  long  after  public  in¬ 
terests  required  their  dismissal,  on  account  of  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  by  political  influence  to  keep  them  in  office, 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

it  seems  evident  that  whatever  temporary  improvement 
may  be  made  by  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Indian  serv¬ 
ice,  no  lasting  reform  can  be  inaugurated  without  a  change  in 
the  system  itself. 

A  law  providing  that  Agents  should  be  chosen  by  pro¬ 
motion  from  the  classified  service,  or  from  the  classified  seiv- 
ice  and  the  Army,  wrould  seem  very  desirable.  But  no  law  is 
necessary  for  this  purpose.  According  to  Sec.  1753  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  the  President  is  authorized  to  prescribe  such 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons  into  the  civil  service 
as  may  best  promote  the  efficiency  thereof,  and  to  ascertain 
the  fitness  of  such  candidates  in  respect  to  age,  health,  charac¬ 
ter,  knowledge  and  ability  for  the  branch  of  service  into  which 
he  seeks  to  enter,  and  for  this  purpose  the  President  may  em¬ 
ploy  suitable  persons  to  conduct  inquiries. 

It  is  submitted  that  under  this  lav/  the  Chief  Executive 
has  the  right  to  promulgate  regulations  declaring  that  all  ap¬ 
pointments  of  Indian  Agents  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  pro¬ 
motion  from  the  Superintendents  of  Indian  schools  and  from 
the  other  higher  grades  of  the  classified  Indian  service,  and  by 
details  from  the  Army.  In  pursuance  of  this  Statute,  an  in¬ 
spector  might  be  selected  by  the  President  from  the  classified 
service  to  ascertain  and  report  the  relative  qualifications  of  the 
different  persons  in  this  service  eligible  for  appointment. 

In  this  manner  patronage  would  become  greatly  lessened 
if  not  eliminated  and  the  motive  for  many  of  the  abuses  which 
have  heretofore  existed  would  become  extinct.  It  is  believed 
that  those  who  have  acquired  experience  in  dealing  with 


a 


Indians  through  school  service  and  otherwise  would  form  the 
best  body  of  men  obtainable  at  the  present  time  from  which 
to  make  appointments  of  Indian  Agents. 

By  adopting  some  such  method  as  the  foregoing  the  Presi¬ 
dent  would  render  a  very  substantial  service  to  the  cause  of 
good  administration  and  greatly  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Indians.  The  number  of  these  places  is  not  great,  but  their 
importance  is  beyond  all  measure.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  the  Senate  would  not  stand  in  the  way  by  refusing  to 
confirm  good  nominations  made  in  pursuance  of  a  system 
which  would  be  of  such  manifest  advantage  to  the  service. 

The  foregoing  matters  were  communicated  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  on  April  25th,  in  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  your 
Committee,  containing  the  Exhibits,  of  which  copies  are  at¬ 
tached  to  this  report,  and  his  action  is  awaited  with  interest. 
A  copy  of  this  letter  was  also  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  Your  Committee  is  glad  to  learn  that  since  the 
report  was  prepared,  and  since  the  letter  was  written,  a  change 
has  been  made  in  the  Crow  Creek  Agency  by  which  the  Agent 
complained  of  there  is  to  be  separated  from  the  service,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  a  purpose  matured  some  time  since,  and  that  other 
changes  of  a  similar  nature  are  likely  to  occur  in  the  near 
future.  Your  Committee  feel  assured,  however,  that  the  per¬ 
manency  of  such  reforms  can  be  assured  only  by  a  change  of 
the  system  of  appointment  whereby  patronage  shall  be,  as  far 
as  possible,  eliminated. 

(Signed)  William  Dudley  Foulke, 

Richard  Henry  Dana,  Charles  Richardson, 

William  A.  Aiken,  George  McAneny. 

May  6,  1901 .  _ 

EXHIBITS: 

“A”. 

Fort  Berthold  Agency,  N.  D., 

April  2,  1901. 

To  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN  : 

I,  Samuel  Newman,  now  assistant  clerk  at  Fort  Berthold  Agency, 
N.  D.,  solemnly  swear  that  during  the  early  part  of  April,  1899,  whiie 
we  were  cleaning  the  cistern  at  the  Agent’s  house,  whiskey  was  offered 
us  by  the  Agent,  and  I  was  nearly  drunk  on  account  of  being  given 
more  than  the  rest  of  the  boys. 

(Signed)  Samuel  Newman. 

Witnesses : 

Ralph  Wells, 

Oscar  J.  Howard, 

William  C.  Deane. 
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“B 


Fort  Berthold  Agency, 
Elbowoods,  N.  D.,  April  2,  1901. 

To  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN  : 


I,  Little  Sioux,  was  employed  in  cleaning  the  cistern  in  the  Agent's 
house  at  Elbowoods,  N.  D.,  in  April,  1899.  While  we  were  cleaning  it 
the  Agent  offered  us  whiskey.  I  drank  some.  The  other  Indians  who 
drank  with  me  were  Samuel  Newman  and  Thomas  Enemy. 

His 

(Signed)  Little  X  Sioux. 

mark. 


Witnesses  : 


Ralph  Wells, 
Oscar  J.  Howard, 
William  C.  Deane. 


“C”. 

Fort  Berthold  Agency,  N.  D., 

April  2,  1901. 

To  WHOM  IT  >|AY  CONCERN  : 

I,  Thomas  Enemy,  the  harnessmaker  at  Berthold  Agency,  solemnly 
swear  that  during  the  early  part  of  April,  1899,  while  we  were  cleaning 
the  cistern  at  the  Agent’s  house,  whiskey  was  offered  us  by  the  Agent 
and  that  one  of  the  boys  was  nearly  drunk  on  account  of  his  being  given 
more  than  the  rest  of  us.  And  that  I  have  seen  several  bottles  of  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  liquors  in  the  cellar  at  his  house,  and  that  I  have  seen  him 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  at  various  times. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Enemy. 

Witnesses : 

Ralph  Wells, 

Oscar  J.  Howard, 

William  C.  Deane. 


“  d  »>. 


Fort  Berthold  Agency,  N.  D., 

April  2,  1901. 

To  whom  it  may  concern  : 

I,  John  P.  Young,  the  assistant  clerk  at  Fort  Berthold  Agency, 
solemnly  swear  that  on  July  2d,  1899,  a  spiritous  liquor  was  brought  in 
on  this  reservation  to  the  house  of  Clerk  Lee,  and  that  the  Agent  was 
there  at  the  time  and  offered  me  a  drink  of  it,  and  that  as  near  as  I  could 
judge,  the  Agent  was  in  a  bad  condition  and  talked  in  an  unusual  man¬ 
ner  against  the  outsiders  whom  he  had  supposed  were  his  enemies.  And 
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that  this  is  not  the  only  time,  but  that  he  offered  me  intoxicating  liquor 
on  several  other  occasions,  as  he  keeps  a  supply  of  spiritous  liquors  such 
as  whiskey,  beer  and  other  wines  at  his  house. 

(Signed)  John  P.  Young. 

Witnesses : 

P.ALPH  Wells, 

Oscar  J.  Howard, 

William  C.  Deane. 


“  33 

Fort  Berthold  Agency,  N.  D., 

February  28,  1901. 

Dear  Gentlemen  : 

During  the  recent  elections,  we,  for  the  first  time  enjoyed  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  voting.  To  us  this  seems  a  long  step  toward  civilization  for  the 
Red  Man.  Since  we  are  beginning  to  understand  some  of  the  principles 
on  which  this  great  government  is  based.  We  trust  that  we  are  pro¬ 
gressing  toward  the  participation  in  the  government  of  our  State,  but  in 
the  intervail  which  it  is  deemed  best  that  we  have  some  one  over  us  to 
manage  our  affairs  for  us,  we  feel  that  we  have  reached  a  point  when  we 
may  with  justice  claim  the  right  to  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  our  Agent. 
For  this  office  we  desire  one  who  will  help  us  gain  in  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  and  one  who  will  help  us  to  provide  the  comforts  of  civilized 
life.  One  who  is  interested  in  us  and:  our  affairs,  and  whose  acquaint- 
ance-with  Indians  will  enable  him  to  deal  with  them  wisely.  We  were 
promised  that  your  influence  would  be  used  to  give  us  a  change  in  the 
Agent.  We  thank  you  for  the  promise,  and  shall  be  content  if  we  can 
claim  its- fulfillment  in  the-near  future* 

Very  respectfully, 

(Two  hundred  and  five  signatures.) 


Yankton  Agency, 
Greenwood,  S.  D.,  April  10,  1901. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Brosius, 

Washington,  D.  C., 

Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  is  received  and  contents  carefully  noted. 
When  Inspector  Graves  visited  Yankton  Agency  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  against  Agent  Harding,  his  information  was  obtained 
principally  at  a  council  meeting  of  the  Yankton  Indians  at  which  time  a 
general  statement  was  made  of  the  acts  complained  of,  and  to  which 
there  was  unanimous  approval  given  by  all  present. 

The  statements  made  to  Inspector  Graves  were  substantially  as 
follows  : 

That  one  Sofie  Iron  Hawk  a  member  of  the  tribe  was  given  a  cer¬ 
tain  tract  of  land  as  an  allotment  at  the  time  when  such  allotments  were 


given  to  other  members  of  the  tribe  in  1S92  and  that  she  was  the  lawful 
holder  and  owner  of  such  land  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made  and  the 
surplus  lands  were  opened  to  settlement  by  the  President’s  proclamation 
and  for  eight  years  thereafter,  and  under  article  1  of  the  treaty  this  tract 
of  land  was  clearly  not  included  in  the  lands  ceded  to  the  government. 
That  Sofie  Iron  Hawk  held  this  land  as  her  allotment  for  nearly  eight 
years  or  until  the  spring  of  igco. 

During  the  year  1900,  a  line  of  the  Milwaukee  railroad  was  built 
across  the  Yankton  Reservation  and  this  tract  of  land  become  suddenly 
valuable  for  town  site  purposes.  Agent  Harding  induced  Sofie  Iron 
Hawk  to  relinquish  her  allotmont  and  she  was  alloted  a  track  of  land 
held  by  Mrs.  Hermon,  Mrs.  Herman  being  persuaded  to  relinquish  her 
allotment  by  Sam  De  Fond  the  issue  clerk,  and  Frank  Adams,  a  hanger 
on  at  the  Agency,  who  acted  as  the  Attorney  for  Agent  Harding,  and 
who  paid  her  Three  Dollars,  and  she  then  took  an  allotment  on  the 
Rosebud  Agency.  As  soon  as  Sofie  Iron  Hawk  relinquished  her  claim 
to  this  land  Lorena  Pierce,  a  niece  of  Agent  Harding,  filed  a  Homestead 
upon  the  tract. 

Inspector  Graves  investigated  these  facts  and  found  them  true  in 
every  respect.  He  visited  Sofie  Iron  Hawk  and  learned  that  she  had 
been  coerced  into  relinquishing  her  allotment  by  her  husband  who  had 
previously  been  given  a  government  position  by  Agent  Harding.  These 
were  substantially  the  statements  made  to  Mr.  Graves  and  embodied  in 
his  report. 

As  soon  as  the  Pierce  woman  got  possession  of  the  Sofie  Iron  Hawk 
tract  of  land,  Agent  Harding  had  a  store  building  erected  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  store.  A  hotel  was  erected  and  Mrs.  Duffey  w?ho  had  kept  the 
mess  house  at  the  Agency  was  installed  as  landlady,  and  from  that  time 
on  Agent  Harding  began  to  neglect  his  duties  as  Agent  and  devote  his 
time  to  his  business  interests  at  the  new  town  of  Lake  Andes.  During 
the  three  days  Inspector  Graves  was  at  the  Agency,  Agent  Harding  was 
not  there,  and  upon  going  to  the  raiload  town  of  Lake  Andes  the  In¬ 
spector  found  Agent  Harding  clerking  in  the  store  and  made  purchases 
of  him  without  making  himself  known. 

Mr.  Harding  is  seldom  at  the  Agency  now,  and  when  he  does  come 
it  is  only  for  a  short  visit  and  then  he  goes  back  to  his  store  at  Lake 
Andes,  the  government  business  being  carried  on  almost  exclusively  by 
the  clerk. 

During  Major  Harding’s  term  of  office  he  has  shown  gross  favorit¬ 
ism.  Every  man  who  would  become  a  political  striker  of  his  would  be 
regarded  with  all  the  favors  in  his  power  in  the  way  of  appointments, 
issue  goods,  etc.,  while  those  who  refused  to  recognise  his  political 
machine  were  told  that  they  would  be  given  nothing  as  long  as  Harding 
was  Agent. 

His  language  and  conduct  are  not  such  as  would  win  the  respect 
of  any  one,  and  have  certainly  had  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the  Indians. 

He  has  used  his  authority  under  article  IX.  of  the  treaty  to  extort 
money  from  the  settlers  as  can  readily  be  proven.  If  there  ever  was  a 
man  totally  unfit  for  a  responsible  position  of  this  kind  John  W.  Hard¬ 
ing  fills  the  bill. 

We  do  not  know  what  kind  of  a  report  Inspector  Graves  made,  but 
if  he  is  an  honest  man  it  was  in  accord  with  the  facts  as  above  stated. 
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In  regard  to  Mr.  Jos.  Estes  ;  Major  Harding  was  a  patron  of  his 
and  endorsed  him  strongly  until  Mr.  Estes  expressed  his  disapproval  of 
Harding’s  actions  in  securing  the  allotment  of  Sofie  Iron  Hawk.  Then 
Harding  became  his  bitter  enemy  and  denounced  him  in  a  letter  to  the 
department  a  a  man  totally  unfit  for  any  position. 

Mr.  Estes  is  one  of  our  progressive  young  people,  and  his  treat¬ 
ment  by  Harding  was  an  outrage  of  the  lowest  kind. 

If  the  Authorities  at  Washington  only  realized  the  character  of  this 
man,  he  would  be  kicked  out  without  a  moments  delay. 

Hoping  you  will  be  able  to  assist  us  in  this  matter,  we  are, 

Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Alfred  C.  Smith, 
Felix  F.  Brunot. 


**G”. 

Indian  Rights’  Association,  Washington  Agency, 
McGill  Building,  908  G.  Street,  N.  W. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  23,  1901. 
Hon.  William  Dudley  Foulke, 

Civil  Service  Reform  League. 

The  Shoreham,  City. 

Sir 

I  give  below  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  San  Jacinto,  California,  held  on  the  28th  day  of  May, 
1900,  showing  that  Dr.  L.  A.  Wright,  the  present  United  States  Indian 
Agent,  has  been  operating  a  Drug  Store  wTith  a  saloon  license. 

“  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  of  San 
Jacinto,  Riverside  County,  California,  which  was  held  on  the  28th  day 
of  May,  A.  D.  1900,  at  8  o’clock,  P.  M.,  to  consider  the  matter  of  the 
voluntary  increase  of  the  Druggist  Licenses  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Wright,  and 
McKim  &  Chambers,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  president. 
Clark  ;  present  at  roll  call,  President  Clark  and  Trustees  Logsden  and 
Dunham.  Absentees  being  Trustees  Black  and  Cresmer. 

The  Board  then  takes  up  the  matter  for  which  the  meeting  is  called, 
and  the  resolution  unanimously  passed.  “Resolved  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  City  of  San  Jacinto,  do  now  fix  the  license  for  druggists 
at  the  sum  of  Fifty  ($50.00)  Dollars  per  quarter,  and  the  same  is  payable 
in  advance,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1900 ;  and  that  this  raise 
in  license  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  provisions  of  Ordinance  number 
fifty*  five  of  the  City  of  San  Jacinto.  Upon  motion  the  Board  adjourned.” 

(Signed)  “  J.  Q.  A.  Hudson,  Clerk.” 


